
Lester M Crawford, D.V.M., Ph.D. 
Deputy Commissioner 
Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane (HF-l/14-71iPK.T-X) 
Rockville, MD 20857 

March 3 1, 2004 

Dear Deputy Commissioner Crawford, 

1 urge you to develop a clear, consistent policy regarding the recall of foods with 
undeclared allergens, a policy that protects the millions of Amerkans who have food 
allergies. 

I am an ear, nose and throat surgeon who has many patients with food asiergies. I am 
also the father of a 4-year-old boy named Andrew who has &e-threatening allergies 

“A~$~~~~~;~~~~ to egg and peanuts. Recently the 3-year-old son of a friend ingested undeclared egg 
product and had a life-threatening allergic reaction requiring the administration of 

CARL E. REINER, M.D. epinephrine and a hospital visit. Fortunately, Matthew is the son a pediatrician 
BARRY R. IACOBS, M.D., F&s. 

mother and vascular surgeon father. If not for their vigilance he may have suffered 
irreparable harm. 
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Fortunately, the Food Allergy and Anaphylaxis Network assisted Matthew’s mother 
in testing the offending candy. Ultimately, the product was recalled with much 
difficulty. 

It is crucial to my family and my patients that we have ingredient labels that are 
accurate, reliable, and trustworthy. Equally as cxucial, however, is to have FDA, the 
federal body in charge of food saf?ety, to take charge and recall food items with 
undeclared allergens. The FDA, and our country, must be the leaders in food safety 
and proper labeling. I hope my son Andrew does not become victim to improper 
labeling. 
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